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going to Vietnam and hopefully recovering the remains of a fellow Marine who was K.I.A. on Hill 881.  His unit was ordered to pull back and could not recover the body.  He and his old Commanding Officer Captain Robert A. Black (I served with him in a different unit) will be 
going to Vietnam in June to try and locate and hopefully recover the remains.  Hill 881 is just off the Khe Sanh base.  The Marine Corps had secured strategic positions around the base to prevent another Dien Bien Phu situation.  Lots of good Marines died in "the hill fights" as they became known.  Several MCL Detachments including our own have sent 
donations and some have given personal donations.  If anyone wishes to make a personal donation send your check to our paymaster, John.  Also if your membership is due send your renewal check to John.  We MUST keep our current membership and all of us recruit new members to join us...vital!!!  Semper Fi        Robert W. Overbay, Commandant

Coming Events:

April 26th.  Dedication of the Service Plaques at the Veteran’s Park!! 
Memorial Day Ceremony and Parade TBD
Birthdays!!

April

Robert Overbay 04/01/43
Dan Buckle III 04/02/64

May

David K. Vickerman 05/13/48
 Joe Hornung 05/21/43
Lois Overbay 05/26/?? 
S.L. Walden 05/26/43 
Lee Church III 05/28/97
Sick Call:
Bill Crosby, Cancer
Dan Buckle Jr, surgery on leg
Next Meeting will be April 14 th!!!
Community Service
1 March, donated $100 to the LCPL Thomas P. Mahoney recovery fund.

7 March, 2 Marines and 2 Associates attended the funeral Bobby Royal, wife of veteran George Royal 4 Marines x 1hr. = 4hrs.

2 April, 3 Marines supported Detachment 1389 at the funeral for WWII Marine Veteran Edward R. Bard 3 Marines x 5 hrs. = 16 hrs.

An update on Marine Bard's funeral on Saturday 2 April 2016.  We had representatives from at least four detachments, Division Commandant Chuck Wright and the Ashe County American Legion.  A great turnout and the Marines really stood out in the prescribed uniform.  The Marines led the way into the Boone Family Funeral Home Chapel for our slow salute ceremony followed by the Ashe County American Legion in their blue covers, blue blazers, black trousers, etc. for their ceremony.  Everyone looked sharp and military.  After we had the slow salute and greeting the family, the bulk of us went to the grave site WAY out in the country.  Two Marines remained at the Chapel to help as pallbearers/honor guards. When we got to the cemetery, the Marines formed the firing party.  The detail consisted of Sergeant-at-Arms David Brinegar and myself, Detachment 1298; Division Commandant Chuck Wright; Commandant Jim Primm and two other Marines from the High Country Detachment; Mark Thomas, Mt. Mitchell.  Senior Vice Commandant MGySgt John U. Irwin, Jr. USMC (Retired) Detachment 1298 gave the firing commands.  The American Legion provided seven '03 Springfield Rifles (bolt action).  There was only two of us in the detail that was familiar with the '03 Springfield.  After a quick class on the weapon, MGySgt Irwin gave the commands and we did four or five dry runs prior to the arrival of the hearse and the family at the cemetery.  The American Legion had their colors and men positioned to present arms as the body was removed from the hearse and carried to the bier at the grave site.  When the hearse and the family arrived, Marine Bard's remains was removed from the hearse and carried to the bier...everyone presented arms.  The family was seated and the two preachers did their committal service followed by the American Legion Chaplain during the traditional military committal service.  Under the command of MGySgt Irwin, the firing detail fired three perfect volleys--no popcorn rounds!!  Each volley sounded like one rifle shot---that is the way that it is supposed to be done, Ladies and Gentlemen.  The Marine Corps way!!!  The Inspector-Instructor Staff from the Johnson City, Tennessee, Marine Reserve Unit folded the flag, TAP.'s was played by their bugler and the flag presented to the widow.  The firing detail policed their brass and MGySgt Irwin presented it to the family as a keepsake of remembrance.  They wished to have it and specifically requested it. The family was very appreciative of our presence, our ceremony and the rendering of honors to their loved one.  They thanked each of us personally.  This was a great ceremony throughout and one befitting a combat Marine.  Marine Bard was a veteran of the Okinawa campaign and he received a Purple Heart for his service there.  The funeral director had made a mistake initially listing him as an Iwo Jima veteran but subsequently corrected it to Okinawa.  Okinawa was even more horrendous than Iwo Jima.  The funeral director complimented us on our appearance, our military presence and on our fine ceremony.  I think everyone was impressed.  Job well done even though the weather was cold and windy.

Historical Events for the Month of March
Selected March Dates of Marine Corps Historical Significance
2 March 1867: Jacob Zeilin, Colonel Commandant of the Marine Corps from 30 June 1864, was this date promoted to the rank of Brigadier General Commandant, the first time Congress authorized this rank for the Marine Corps. The statute, however, was repealed in June 1874 so that the rank of Commandant would again revert to colonel upon Zeilin's retirement. 
 

8 March 1965: The 9th Marine Expeditionary Brigade landed at DaNang, Republic of Vietnam as the first U.S. ground combat troops to be committed to that conflict. The 3,500 men arrived both across the beach with Battalion Landing Team 3/9, and at DaNang Airfield with Battalion Landing Team 1/3. 
 

11 March 1778: Marines participated the action when the Continental Navy frigate Boston, enroute to France, sighted, engaged, and captured the British merchant ship Martha. As the drum of the Boston beat to arms, John Adams seized a musket and joined the Marines on deck until the frigate's captain, Samuel Tucker, sent him below for safety. 
 

13 March 1943: The first group of 71 Women Marine officer candidates arrived at the U.S. Midshipmen School (Women's Reserve) at Mount Holyoke College in South Hadley, Massachusetts. The Navy's willingness to share training facilities enabled the Marine Corps to begin training Marine Corps Women's Reserve officers just one month after the creation of the MCWR was announced. 
 

17 March 1967: The first woman Marine to report to Vietnam for duty, Master Sergeant Barbara J. Dulinsky, began her 18-hour flight to Bien Hoa, 30 miles north of Saigon. MSgt Dulinsky and the other officer and enlisted Women Marines that followed were assigned to the Military Assistance Command, Vietnam (MACV) based in Saigon. Most worked with the Marine Corps Personnel Section providing administrative support to Marines assigned as far north as the DMZ, but two Lieutenant Colonels, Ruth Reinholz and Ruth O'Holleran, served as historians with the Military History Branch, Secretary Joint Staff, MACV. 
 

25 March 1945: After 35 days of bitter fighting, the amphibious assault on the rocky fortress of Iwo Jima finally appeared over. On the night of 25 March, however, a 300-man Japanese force launched a vicious final counterattack in the vicinity of Airfield Number 2. Army pilots, Seabees and Marines of the 5th Pioneer Battalion and 28th Marines fought the fanatical Japanese force till morning but suffered heavy casualties --more than l00 killed and another 200 American wounded. Nearly all of the Japanese force was killed in the battle. 
 

27 March 1953: The 5th Marines, supported by the 2d Battalion, 7th Marines, in the first full day of fighting after the Chinese assault the previous evening of Outpost Vegas on Korea's western front, counterattacked to regain enemy-held positions. Companies E and F of 2/7, down to only three platoons between them, managed to regain partial control of Outpost Vegas that day. 
 

31 March 1801: On this date, LtCol Commandant William W. Burrows rode with President Thomas Jefferson to look for "a proper place to fix the Marine Barracks on." President Jefferson was a personal friend of the Commandant, and deeply interested in the welfare of the Corps and accompanied Burrows on horseback on the morning of 31 March. They chose a square in Southeast Washington, at 8th and I streets, because it lay near the Navy Yard and was within easy marching distance of the Capitol.
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Minutes


With no quorum present (5) the Detachment 1298 monthly meeting was canceled at 1830 hours.   


Applications for Membership:    


Minutes of Previous Meeting:  


Correspondence:     


Report of the Paymaster: John Irwin.  


General Funds: See Attached Paymasters report


Report of Sick or Distressed:  Bill Cosby, cancer  


Dan Buckle Jr surgery on leg


Report of Officers:  


Report of Standing Committees:  


Ball:   


Veterans Visitation:  


Float:   


Scholarship: 


Report of Special Committees:   


Unfinished Business:    N/A


New business:    


Commandant’s Corner:  Unfortunately, we did not have a quorum present for the March meeting of Detachment 1298.  We will do double duty at the April meeting.  Senior Vice-Commandant MGySgt John U. Irwin, Jr., USMC (Retired) and I attended the Spring District Meeting of the N. C. Marine Corps League in Greensboro on 19 March 2016.  The emphasis at the meeting was on recruiting and retention. There were several ideas bandied about.  The T.A.P.'s program at Camp Lejeune, and the Marine For Life will be discussed at our April meeting.  We will also discuss how to use the detachment chain of command should anyone have or perceive a problem.  An update on the Blum situation at National will also be covered.  I am proud to report that Johnny Baker, the National Judge Advocate and the entire National Board of Trustees unanimously exonerated and restored Jim Tant as a life member of the Marine Corps League.  Jim Tant was at the meeting in Greensboro in uniform and made a speech thanking everyone in the Department of North Carolina for all of their support.  An obvious wrong has finally been righted.  I would like to also report that Thomas "Tugboat" Northrop of the High Country Detachment is making progress on getting donations to help cover his expenses on          





Renewal Notices:


April


 Kimberly Kluttz, 		John Wishon


May


None
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